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physical and chemical attributes and, moreover, possessed of a variability
which, in turn, is referable to more than mere whim. As yet, the bridge
is a rather shaky structure, as is recognized by the frequency with which the
author is forced to indicate that insufficient data force but tentative conclu-
sions. Nevertheless, the text clears away much rubbish and underbrush, and
in some few places offers a firm foundation upon which to build. For
example, Dubos gets away from most of the text-book terms that are mean-
ingless and for them he substitutes chemical equivalents or, at least, terms
that have some precision of meaning. And that the reader may become
confused thereby is quite immaterial; he will unwittingly remain confused
so long as he accepts the text-book verbiage and merely gets the notion that
it is the tool-chest that bores the hole. For if The Bacterial CeU does nothing
more it will persuade the thinking person that the bacterium as such does
practically nothing; it is the constituent parts that function or that are
so constructed that the host is compelled to a particular functional expression.
The book is essential to anyone working seriously in bacteriology and is
most certainly a step in the right direction, and that it does not answer all
questions is surely preferable to continuing to mask ignorance by a display of
sounding phrases without meaning. That it is filled with gaps is also a great
merit, for it will demand frequent revision if it is to be kept up-to-date, and
it is to be hoped that such revision will eliminate some of the many errors
that have crept into the text. Apparently little care was given the matter of
making the bok readable, and less to the adoption of a uniform style. The
book is hard reading, and one wonders if the author intended "immunolo-
chemical" and by what system of adjectival derivation the word "Pastornan"
was formed from Pasteur. The use repeatedly of the phrase "chemical acci-
dent" is disconcerting also in a text of this kind.
-GEO. H. SMITH.
HAY FEVER PLANTS. Their Appearance, Distribution, Time of
Flowering and their Role in Hayfever. By Roger P. Wodehouse.
Waltham, Mass., The Chronica Botanica Co.; New York City,
G. E. Stechert & Co., 1945. xix + 245 pp. $4.75.
In order to treat specifically the atopic allergies, the physician must be
cognizant of many facts concerning the responsible plants, such as their geo-
graphical distribution, time of flowering, and allergenic potential. In spite of
the technical nature of the subject, the author has succeeded admirably in
presenting his material with clarity, simplicity, and the proper emphasis to
make readily accessible to the allergist the botanical background he requires.
In the first chapter, the reader may find a general discussion of the nature of
the offending plants, factors determining their capacity to induce hayfever,74 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
and a consideration of the procedures of studying atmospheric pollen. A
systematic description follows of the principal plants responsible for atopic
allergy in North America. The final section is devoted to regional surveys;
this is especially useful to the practicing allergist, as well as to the victim
seeking relief, since a glance at the tables will reveal to him the situation pre-
vailing in a given area with respect to the nature of the pollens, their quan-
tity, and their seasonal occurrence. The illustrations are most helpful, though
some photographs might not have been out of place. The publishers, too,
merit special commendation for the unusually distinguished character of the
printing and the general construction of the volume.
-M. TAGER.
PUBLIC MEDICAL CARE. By Franz Goldman. Columbia
University Press, New York, 1945. vii + 226 pp. $2.75.
Public medical care is defined as that which is administered by an agency
cf government and is supported by taxation. Section I, which includes three-
fourths of the monograph, is devoted to a history of the "haphazard growth"
of public medical care in America and Europe; Section II, headed "Directed
Growth," discusses critically the several directions that planning for public
medical care has recently assumed in this country and abroad.
Those who regard current developments leading toward "state medicine"
as an abnormal outgrowth of our troublous times will learn from Dr. Gold-
man's exhaustive historical presentation that public medical care came to us
in colonial times as an undesired and neglected child, that it has grown hap.
hazardly to a large but untrained youth, and that it is apparently destined to
mature into a vigorous adult. This development is pictured as a natural
expression of democratic philosophy. Dr. Goldman implies that our concern
is that organized medicine will participate actively and intelligently in direct-
ing the further evolution of the movement toward the best interests of the
people and the medical profession. Unification of the multitude of directing
agencies concerned with the distribution of health services is emphasized as
essential for the efficient administration of any large-scale program.
Dr. Goldman makes no claim that universal extension of public medical
care will either elevate or even maintain present standards of medical service
and practice. Moreover, from some of the comments and data presented one
is led to wonder whether we have sufficient doctors to launch a nation-wide
and all-inclusive program of government-controlled medical care, and
whether the trained medical leadership for the administration of socialized
medicine is available in this country.
The monograph offers instructive and stimulating reading for those inter-
ested in the future of American medicine-and who is not?
ARTHUR J. GEIGER.